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In the Claims 

Please replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application with the 
following list of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for prophylactically treating a subject not exhibiting 
symptoms to r e duc e th e lik e lihood of a streptococcal infection comprising 

administering orally to a subject in need of such prophylactic treatment hyaluronic acid in 
an amount effective to interfere with adhesion of streptococcal bacteria to CD44 protein in the 
subject and inhibit streptococcal colonization of the pharynx, wherein either one or both of the 
following conditions applies: the treatment is free of Echinacea or the hyaluronic acid is 
administered in a dose greater than 0.2 mg. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the effective amount of the 
hyaluronic acid administered to the subject in need of such treatment statistically reduces the 
likelihood of infection. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the hyaluronic acid is 
administered to a subject suspected of exposure to Group A streptococcus or Group C 
streptococcus. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the subject is known to have been exposed to 
streptococcal bacteria. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the subject is likely to be exposed to 
streptococcal bacteria. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the subject is a human. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the subject is in need of such 
prophylactic treatment to r e duc e th e lik e lihood is not exhibiting symptoms of streptococcal 
pharyngitis. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the CD44 protein in the subject in 
need of such prophylactic treatment is located on the pharynx. 

9-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the dose is a single oral administration of 
hyaluronic acid. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the dose is multiple oral administrations of 
hyaluronic acid. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein a dose of at least 0.2 mg is administered in 
under 2 hours. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a dose of at least 0.2 mg is administered in 
under 1 hour. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a dose of at least 0.2 mg is administered in 
under 30 minutes. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a dose of at least 0.2 mg is administered in 
under 15 minutes. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the dose is at least 0.25mg, 
0.30mg, 0.40mg, 0.50mg, 0.60mg, 0.70mg, 0.80mg, 0.90mg, l.Omg, 1.25mg, 1.5mg, 1.75mg, 
2.0mg, 2.25mg, 2.5mg, 2.75mg, 3.0mg, 4.0mg. 5.0mg, 6.0mg, 7.0mg, 8.0mg, 9.0mg, or lO.Omg 
hyaluronic acid. 



Serial No.: 10/005,200 
Conf.No.:8283 



-4- 



ArtUnit: 1645 



19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the dose is administered in under 1.5 hours, 
1.0 hours, 45 minutes, 30 minutes, 15 minutes, 10 minutes, 5 minutes, 4 minutes, 3 minutes, 2 
minutes, 1 minutes, 30 seconds, 15 seconds, 10 seconds, 5 seconds, or 1 second. 

20. (Cancelled) 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the treatment is free of Echinacea. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the treatment is free of Echinacea. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for prophvlactically treating a subject not exhibiting 
symptoms to reduc e the likelihood of a streptococcal infection comprising 

administering orally to a subject in need of such prophylactic treatment hyaluronic acid in 
an amount effective to displace streptococcal bacteria bound to CD44 protein in the subject and 
inhibit streptococcal colonization of the pharynx, wherein either one or both of the following 
conditions applies: the treatment is free of Echinacea or the hyaluronic acid is administered in a 
dose greater than 0.2 mg. 

24-44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Currently Amended) A method for prophvlactically treating a subject not exhibiting 
symptoms to r e duc e th e likelihood of a streptococcal or staphylococcal infection comprising 

administering orally to a subject in need of such prophylactic treatment hyaluronic acid in 
an amount effective to interfere with adhesion of streptococcal or staphylococcal bacteria to the 
mucosal membrane in the subject, wherein either one or both of the following conditions applies: 
the treatment is free of Echinacea or the hyaluronic acid is administered in a dose greater than 
0.2 mg. 



46-67. (Cancelled) 
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68. (Currently Amended) A method for prophvlactically treating a subject not exhibiting 
symptoms to r e duc e th e lik e lihood of a streptococcal or staphylococcal infection comprising 

administering orally to a subject in need of such prophylactic treatment hyaluronic acid in 
an amount effective to displace streptococcal or staphylococcal bacteria bound to the mucosal 
membrane in the subject, wherein either one or both of the following conditions applies: the 
treatment is free of Echinacea or the hyaluronic acid is administered in a dose greater than 0.2 
mg. 



69-162. (Cancelled) 



